13-Ardyth Rice
23-Sharon.Joof

26-David Lehmian

A big Thank you to:

Jackie Schroeder-Bringing her goats

Michele Schafer-Bringing Ollie for a
visit.

Lynn Fitzgibbon-Yarn

Muffy Forney-Paper Plates
Jeri Blanford-Crochet Hooks

Sally Sughroue/Wanda Maloney-

Corps, U.S. Air Force
.S. Coast Guard
Yarn

Lexington Library
will be OPEN.

Thank you to everyone who
donates items to the residents and

to those who donate their time and
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talents
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is the
of a family

Mother’s Day is May 10. It is time to get the shopping done. Buy a sweet card, get some flowers,
maybe a kitchen appliance or other token of your appreciation. You will probably call home or
drive over for a visit. It is a day to celebrate mom. The fact that Mother’s Day is a National
Holiday is thanks largely to the efforts of Anna Jarvis, whose story can be found in the pages of
GenealogyBank'’s Historical Newspaper Archives.

Anna M. Jarvis spent seven years pushing for a national holiday to celebrate mothers, after her
own mother died. Congress finally passed the requisite law on 8 May 1914, and President
Woodrow Wilson issued the official proclamation the next day. Anna began her efforts in 1907,
and had successfully convinced 5-6 million people to join in the feel-good festival honoring
mothers as early as 1908. They wore a simple white carnation as a token of appreciation for
mothers. Anna desired the holiday to celebrate her own mother, Ann Reeves Jarvis. Ann was also
a social activist and had been the founder of a "Mother’s Friendly Day to weld families split by the
Civil War.” Ann gave birth to 13 children, many of whom died very young. Ann and Anna were
very close and when Ann died 9 May 1905, Anna mourned deeply.

. V A mother’s
P History of
& Mother's r\ﬁﬂaﬁb

»
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Three years later she made her initial push for a larger memorial service to honor all mothers. The
idea was a success and 5-6 million people were estimated to have participated in the celebration.
They made a visual show of appreciation by wearing a single white carnation.

Anna eventually quit her job in order to campaign for a national holiday. The idea caught like
wildfire and just seven years after she began her campaign, the second Sunday in May was
appointed by President Woodrow Wilson for the purpose. Nearly every country around the globe
also began instituting its own celebration. Although not the first to champion the idea, Anna was
probably more successful than she ever imagined.

Despite being successful in her efforts to bring attention to motherhood, Anna was never able to
participate in that experience herself as she never had children of her own. Her endless efforts
also led to financial challenges, because her seven-year campaign turned into a life-long no-holds-
barred battle against the commercialization of the new national holiday, which absolutely horrified
her. Anna’s simple, heartfelt symbolic gesture of honoring mothers with a single white carnation
was quickly overshadowed in the landslide of marketing campaigns around the new celebration.

Anna was disgusted by the commercialization, the pre-printed store-bought cards, and the
impersonal gifts. She campaigned hard, with the same energy she had devoted to the first seven
years of getting the day recognized, to push her ideas of forgoing the shallow tokens in favor of
making a heartfelt connection with one’s mother. It was a battle she did not win. Mother’s Day is
one of the most lucrative holidays for phone companies, the travel industry, card makers, florists,
spas, and more.

Anna “once threatened to sue Governor Al Smith of New York over plans for a gigantic Mother’s
Day meeting in 1923.” She even “tangled with Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt over a rival Mother’s Day

committee.”
Y

Sadly, Anna died a “Ioner spinster.. partlaIIy deaf, bI|nd and penniless” at the age of 84.
/
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http://www.genealogybank.com/gbnk/newspapers/?utm_source=social&utm_medium=blog&utm_campaign=%20SM_Blog_txtlnk_2014_00&s_referrer=social&s_siteloc=blog&s_trackval=%20SM_Blog_txtlnk_2014_00&kbid=69919&pq=1&prebuy=no&intver=&CCPRODCODE=
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WILLIONS TBSERVE 1 ‘Bﬂy[;[m PUT

FIRST MOTHER'S DAY

ssssorsvem oo | | ON GARNATIONS

by Response to Her Suggestion
for National Celebration

(I3y Asnuvciated Press)
WASHINGTON, May 7.—Acting

Phenomenally successful was the splen- for the Society of American Florists,
did movement instituted by Miss Anna P iy ) ; 4
Jarvis, of this city, to have one day of W. Gude, its Washington represen-
the vear set aside as Mother's Day, for tative, issued a denial of the state-
observance by the entire country. ment of Miss Anna Jarvis, president
Between five and six million persons . 3 . o
throughout the United States celebrated of the Mothers' Day association, that
the festival on May 10, the second Sun- florists profiteered on white carna-
23."11:]1 %Iaty’ “’h;Ch ;";’:S selectetf} as the tions, symools worn in observance of
nn ate. A white carpnation was -
worn in memory of “mother.” Mothers' Day last vear. Miss Jarvis
Th{‘s the Os’spr"ance'should have been has called on observers of the day
as widespread is regarded as remarkable
by those who worked for its success, this year to abandon the carnation
since Mother’s Day had little preliminary and display American flags.
publicity outside of Philadelphia. It is e
expected that in the future the second
Sunday in May will be a universal fete
day for filial worship.
“If in two weeks' agitation. we could —

get the people so stirred up about Mo- =

ther's Day,” sav the workers, *
VDL ACTS what Wilson Proclaims Mothers’ Day.

shall we accomplish next vear?”
News of Mother' " - ; WASHINGTON, May 9.—President Wilson today approved a joint
s Dat‘ 'y th 1t was resolution setting apart tomorrow as Mothers’ Day, and issued a proc-

first ta”“"! abou{ In this Cit_\' went {o lamation commanding that all flags be displayed in observance of the
all parts of the U nited Stateq The Ma- occasion.d The proclamation recited the resolution and its purpose and
= : - 3 =3 = continued:
yors Of_ Lincoln, .\ebra_ska. and Toledo, “Whereas by the said joint resolution it is made the duty of the
O}HO, 1ssued I‘O(‘]amntlong to the citi- Presi?imt to request t‘zh;ie obser’vam;e of the second Sunday in May as
-1 2 R . ; rovided for in the said joint resolution.

Z?nS mal\m: A other s Da.‘ a pUbll(‘ occa- 2 "Nou,'vf, therefore, I, Woodrow Wilson, President of the United
1 8ion, and altogether clubz and organiza-
tions representing a membership of more

States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the said
joint resolution, do hereby direct the Government officials to display
l) .
than 2,000,000 persons. approved the

the United States flag on all Government buildings, and do invite the
_peaple ofnﬂze United States }% dis?lay the flag-at their homes or -other

e s e e e s e

f tival suitable p on the sec y in May as a public expression of
e::.)",‘a - " our love and reverence for ;Lhc mothers ¢;2f o:ilr f::iun!ry.
» > P—— s “« Y t 2 : A

du-i\.} (%(\;;)O da_\ 8 ago 1% ;)_0()()- children G e;nsugg:sgowzeeer’fgrfei nt(;vﬁ ;;_znzin.y an ’a caused the seal of the

an e y ltea.c}'w-rs in the Philadelphia “Done at th; city Zf Wa.zh'ingtor;b, ugs ;intl‘; }iay of May;i in the

uniic s s 1 1 s ear of our Lord one thousand mine hundred and fourteen and of the
?he ovenct OO};& 'JOI'n?i} n a Nlebratmn .0f gndepe{zdence of the United States one hundred and thirty-eight. L
. verywhere in homes and in- “WOODROW WILSON.”

stitutions generous individuals provided

carnations to be worn by the inmates
In memory of the mothers.
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MOTHERS DAY

Sunday, May 12th
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BLIND, PENNILESS AND UNHAPPY

Mother of Mothers’ Day Dies at 84

PHILADELPHIA—(#)—Anna
M. Jarvis, lonely spinster who
founded Mother's Day and then
fought vigorously but in wvain
against its commercialization,
died Wednesday at 84—blind
and penniless,

Her death in a quiet sanitorium
in suburban West Chester fol-
lowed a long illness.

Partially deaf and unhappy in
her last years, Miss Jarvis died
of old age, doctors said. She
had lived in the home since early
in 1944. Friends, learning of her
plight, had collected funds to
place her there.

DEEPLY
Jarvis started the Mother's Day
observance on the second anni-
versary of her own mother's
death — May 9, 1907 — by gath-
ering a few friends for a memo-
rial service.

The movement spread. Miss
Jarvis wrote to legislative and
executive officers of nations
and states urging adoption of
the day legally.

Finally her prodding pen won
over President Woodrow Wilson.
In 1914, he proclaimed the sec-
ond Sunday in May a “flag holi-
day” honoring the nation's
mothers.

sentimental, Miss |

MISS JARVIS was born May
1, 1864, in Grafton, W. Va,, the
daughter of Granville E. and
Anna Reeves Jarvis. She came
to Philadelphia in 1904.

Early in lite she became active

A Lonel.y Heart

Associated Press Wirephoto
MISS ANNA JARVIS
Commercialism took over

' overflowed the red brick

in woman's suffrage and in wel-
fare and temperance movements.

After her mother’s death
she began the single-handed
struggie to make Mother's Day
into an international observ-
ance. The occasion now is rec-
ognized in countries.

40
In time her dence

house in
which she lived with her blind

sister, Elsinore. She bought the
house next door for storage.

BUT SHE soon had regrets,
Mother’s Day became a financial

bonanza for florists, candy-
makers, jewelers and greeting-
card sellers.

Immediately the grey-haired
woman went to war against
them.

Her battle
mercial interes
a losing one.

t the com-
however, was

Finally, retiring in semi-con-
clusion, she tended flowers grown
from her mother's grave and
cared for her sister, her only
close relative. Elsinore died in
1944,

Anna Jarvis' last wishes — for
a private funeral — will be car-
ried out. Rites will consist of a
simple Christian ceremony at
the grave.

Founder Of

- —

Mother’s Day
- Dismayed At Commercialism

Miss Anna Jarvis Tells Marines She Did Not Realize Day
Would Mean Flowers, Telegrams and Campaigns.
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