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Celebrating America's 250th Anniversary

In 2026, the United States will celebrate its 250th
anniversary, marking 250 years since the signing of the
Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. This
historic milestone, known as the Semiquincentennial,
honors the founding of the nation and the ideals of
freedom, democracy, and opportunity that have shaped
American history. -
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Communities across the country are planning special
events, including parades, historical exhibits, educational
programs, concerts, and fireworks displays. The
anniversary provides an opportunity for Americans to
reflect on the nation's achievements, recognize the
contributions of diverse generations, and look toward the
future. -
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The 250th anniversary is more than a celebration of the
past. It is a time to renew appreciation for the principles
on which the United States was founded and to inspire
future generations to participate in civic life. As
Americans commemorate this landmark year, they will
honor a legacy of resilience, innovation, and the ongoing
pursuit of liberty and justice for all. &
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The Rhythm of Early America

In 2026, the United States marks the 250th anniversary of 1776—a milestone that invites reflection,
not just on historic events but on the texture of everyday life in colonial times. Long before modern
conveniences, daily routines were shaped by necessity, skill, and close-knit communities.

Food, for example, was seasonal and local by default. Families relied on what they could grow, hunt,
or trade. Cornmeal, beans, and salted meats were staples, while gardens supplied herbs and
vegetables. Preserving food—through drying, smoking, or pickling—was essential for surviving the
winter. Meals were simple but sustaining, and little went to waste.

Craftsmanship was equally central to daily life. Many households produced what they needed, from
clothing to tools. Spinning wool, weaving fabric, and sewing garments were common skills, as were
woodworking and blacksmithing. Objects were made to last, repaired when broken, and valued for
their function as much as their form.

Community ties helped hold everything together. Neighbors shared labor during harvests, barn
raisings, and other large tasks. Churches, markets, and town gatherings provided structure and
connection. In a world without instant communication, relationships were built face-to-face and
maintained through mutual reliance.

The rhythms of life 250 years ago highlight a kind of resilience that feels both distant and familiar.
Colonists adapted constantly—to weather, to shortages, to uncertainty. Their resourcefulness wasn’t
a choice; it was a requirement. This anniversary offers a chance to consider what endures. Skills like
making, mending, and sharing haven’t disappeared—they’ve simply changed form. The same is true
of community and adaptability. While the tools and technologies of daily life have evolved, the
underlying values—resourcefulness, cooperation, and persistence—remain recognizable.
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Iris J. (Lanz) Davis
Aug 3,1931 — Jun 19, 2026

Iris Jewel Lanz Davis was born on August 3, 1931, to Erhart and Franis (Robinson)
Lanz.

She attended grade school in rural Rock County. After grade school, she attended Rock
County High in Bassett, where she boarded with her many girl cousins. Many fond
memories were made with her cousins during High School. During the summers, she
helped in the hay fields, running the buck sweep. After High School Graduation in 1949,
she attended Chadron State Teachers College. Her teaching career started in a one-room
schoolhouse in Rock County, and she could still tell you about some of her students.

After her marriage to Wayne on November 20, 1954, at Long Pine, Nebraska. To this
union, two daughters were born, Carol Ann, on June 23, 1955, and Marcia Faye, on
March 3, 1959. She continued to teach for 39 years in rural schools.

Her summers were spent taking many college classes and helping on the farm. A
favorite of hers was the flock of sheep they raised. She spent many hours playing with
the sheep or pets. She had many cats and dogs who came into her life, bringing her
much enjoyment.

Iris was a lifetime member of the Hay Springs Legion Auxiliary and the Nebraska
Historical Society, and she was a counselor of the Girl State Senior Council.

After Wayne’s passing in 2007, she continued living on the farm and helping out where
she was needed. In the fall of 2020, she moved into Pioneer Court. She lived there until
2024, when she moved to Pioneer Manor, and stayed there until her passing on June 19,
2026.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Erhart and Francis Lanz; her brother,
Spencer; and her husband, Wayne “Buster” Davis.

She is survived by her daughters, Carol (John) Lewin and Marcia Sandberg. Three
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren, four nephews, and one niece.
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